Interdisciplinary Middle Childhood Education Major

Program Goals and Objectives

Under the new State of Ohio Licensure requirements for middle school teachers specialization is required in two of the four subject areas of reading and language arts, social studies, mathematics, and science. The Interdisciplinary Middle Childhood Major Program is designed to provide students with a strong preparation in the two chosen Areas of Concentration, along with a Minor in education. Students have ample opportunity to experience, learn and reflect on the appropriate pedagogy used in teaching the content they are studying. In particular, students should

· Know the subject matter in their specializations beyond the introductory level or beyond the level they will teach

· Understand and be able to implement effective teaching/learning environments for their chosen areas of concentration

·  Learn to enjoy investigating their subjects of interest, develop confidence in their own judgment, and communicate ideas easily and effectively with others 

The basic purpose of the MCE program is to produce outstanding teachers for the critical middle school area who are creative critical thinkers, experienced in research-based methods of active engagement learning, which produce the best student gains and excitement about learning. As such, the program goals are very much in concert with the overall university mission and will, in fact, produce better students in high school and eventually better students entering Ohio State.

Assessment Tools Employed
The following methods are being used to collect data on the Middle Childhood Education Program:

· Graduating senior exit survey with program specific additional questions

· Application and admission rates to competitive graduate M.Ed. programs

· M.Ed. graduation rates of alumni

· Recruitment success of high-ability underrepresented students

· Curriculum review and assessment

· Student Evaluation of Instruction in core courses

· Student focus group 

· Quarterly GPA monitoring of both pre-MCE and MCE majors

· Embedded and pre/post testing in required core MCE course

· Faculty monitoring of research activity of majors

· Outreach participation and success of majors

Assessment Method Inventory

Direct methods:

__X__   National standardized examination (please identify) _SAT/GRE____

__X__   Certification or licensure examinations _PRAXIS___

_____   Local comprehensive or proficiency examinations

__X__   Embedded testing

__X__   Pre-post testing

__X__   Other classroom assessment methods (please identify) _lesson design_

__X__   Practicum, internship, or research evaluation of student work

_____   Portfolio evaluation of student work

_____   Senior thesis or major project 

__X__   Capstone course (math)

_____   Other: 

Indirect methods:

__X__   Student survey [entry; mid; exit] (please identify) ____exit_______

__X__   Alumni survey (please identify years post graduation) ___1 year____

__X__   Job or post-baccalaureate education placement

__X__   Student evaluation of instruction

__X__   Student interview or focus group

_____   Student or alumni honors

_____   Peer review of program

_____   External program review

__X__   Grade, curriculum, and/or syllabus review 

_____   Employer feedback

__X__   Outreach participation

__X__   Comparison or benchmarking

_____   Other:

Evaluators (please indicate if specific to a particular method):

_____   GTA 

__X__   Contract instructor

_____   Adjunct faculty 

__X__   Faculty 

_____   External evaluator

_____   Individual evaluator

__X__   Multiple evaluators

